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$) enlarge my ſelfe in ſome paſ- 
ay; To ſages of my former Sermons 
No nn, = _/ touching Conſcience, against 
(Ten Z=z this new Impreſsion : Thaue 
 reſolued rather to adde two 

new Sermons of the ſame ſubie&, than to alter 
any thing in the old , and this T haue beene led 
wnto pon theſe reaſons: Firſt , becauſe I 
Would haue you deale fairely with all men in the 
venting of Copies. Secondly becauſe that labour 
Þould haue bin as tedious tome as this. Third- 
ly, becauſe Thaue now added ſomething touch- 


m2 the coſe of Conſcience, which my former 
A 2 Text 


To the Printer. 


Text would not ſo fitly beare , My requeſt 
onto you is double ; firFt, that you would be 
carefull in obſeruing ſtops interrogations and 
diftinFions , Which neglefed , the ſenſe be- 
comes ſometimes darke, ſometimes imperfet 
and none at all, as ts to be ſeene in ſome paſſa- 
2es of the Sermons on Prouerbs and Sa- 
muel. Secondly, that you Will ſeuer theſe ſo 
from the former , as that Whoſo pleaſes may 
haue them alone. Thus refting in your care 
for the due publiſhing of- all, I commend you 
and the worke tothe Lords bleſsing. 


Hanwell, Octob. 8. 
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Pray for vs , for wee truSt wee haue a good 
Conſcience in all things willing to line ho- 


we/tly, 


F the Apoſtles motion ſo 
8) much : Followeth now his 
S/| reaſon; where, firſt, the A(- 

F ſertion, 7 hae 4 good Conſci. 
ence in all things: ] Secondly, 
the Euidence and confirmari. 
on, 1 amperſwaded ſo : ] vpon 
this ground, 7 deſire to live honeſtly. The points 
we note aretwo : Firſt, the Apoſtle ſecures the 
#4 | B thing 


Doct. 
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thing (4 200d Conſcience.) Secondly, he reſts in 
the confirmation of it. 

From the firſt this : 

Euery Chriſtian ſhould ſo order the matter, 
that he may truly ſay, 7 have a good Conſcience : 
This is therhing that muſt be made good,and aſ- 
ſured ; to wit, 4 good conſcience. Here, leſt it be 
obieed, that the point holds in ſuch as the A- 
poſtle was, (Preachers) who muſt be men of 
Conlcience, not in all, Wee muſt doe two 
things ; firſt, ſee what warrant we haue for the 
raiſing ; next, for pracizing of the point. Our 
warrant for deducing a generall from this parti- 
cular,is fetcht; firſt, from the end and vſe ofthe 
word in generall,namely,our initruRion, as ap- 
peares, Rom. 15. 4-and 2 Tim. 3.16, 

Secondly, from that generall precept of this 
Apoſtle, Phil. 4.8,9. Furthermore brethren, what- 


ſoener things are true, whatſoeer things are honeſt, 


whatjoeuer | things are inſt, whatſoener things are 
pure, whatſoeuer things partaine to loue, whatſoener 
things are of good report, if there be any vertue, if 
there be any praiſe, thinke on theſe things, which yee 
haue both learned, and receined, and heard, and ſeene 


in me : thoſe things ape, and the God of peace ſhall be | 
with you. 

Thirdly, from the like preſident, Heb.13.5,6. 
Let your conuerſation be without conttouſneſſe, and 
be content with thoſe things that yee haue : for hes 
hath ſaid, 1will not faile thee, neither forſake thee : 
Se. that.we may boldly ſay, The Lordis my _ 
neriher 


and to vſe a good ( onſrience, 3 
neither will I feare what man can ave vnto mee. 
W hencethe inference is toall from one, 7oſhuah, 

Fourthly, from Reaſon,though examples(as 
examples) ſimply binde nor, yer reafon and pre. 
cept (that is to ſay, the Law of Nature and of 

God) doe binde: and therefore, when the Ex- 
ample is grounded vpon common equity, and 
hath nothing priuate init (vnleſſe haply for de- 
gree onely) and is backt by precepr, then it's 
binding. Now thus ſtands the caſe here: Firſt, 
A man, as he is rationall (much more as he is a 
Chriſtian) is to regard his Conſcience. Second- 
ly, the Apoſtle, not onely in-his Miniſtery, bur 
in all other Relations and paſſages of life, min- 
ded this, As 23. 1. and 24+ 16.nay,further, as 
his life was rifled into by the aduerſaries, with 
his Docrine, ſo he Apologizes for that, with 
this; and grounds his perſwaſion, as much vp- 
on his Chriſtian liuing, as his fairhfull preach. 

ing. Laſtly, the precept reaches all, as well as 

Preachers : and ther's as good reaſon, why we 

as well as they, ſhould affure conſcience. For 


the firſt,the precept is noleſlelarge,than plaine ; x Precepc- 


firſt, for getting : ſecondly, keeping : thirdly 
vſing ofa good Conſcience. 

For getting : weeare called vponto waſh the 
heart, Terem. 4. 14. to waſh offall filthineſſe of 
ſpirir, 2 Cor, 7. 1. to ſtudy wniverſall holineſſe, 1 
Theſſ. 5. and the end of the Commanaement is 4 

ood Conſcience, 1 Tim. 1, 5. 


Secondly, for keeping : Salomon addrefles 
B 2 him- 


2, Reaſon. 


L. Ab hone/te 


4.4 nece/xItate 
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himſelfe to all and each particular,Pro 4.23, 

Thirdly, for vſing: Heb.10.22 inall our ap. 
proaches to God, wee muſt waſh the Conſci. 
ence, as the Jewes did theire fleſh and ray- 
ment. 

For the ſecond: 1. Equity, 2. Neceſſity, 
2. Vrility perſwade the- practice : Firſt., wee 
are dependant, and therefore accountable as 
well as Pauls ; foules we haue receiued, and for 
aſoule and ſpirit muſt euery one anſwer : Lawes 
we haue allo receiucd, and by Law we muſt be 
iudged ; we are under the ſame Iudge, the lame 
Law, the ſame cenſure that others br, and muſt 
hold vp our hands at the ſame barre; and ther- 
fore muſt haue che ſame thoughts, and care of 
Conſcience:Books muſt be compared, Gods and 
ours, Originall, and counter-pane : therefore 
we alſo mult haue our Bookes faircly kepr, and 
in a readinefſle. 

Secondly, there lyes the ſame neceſfiry vpon 
vs, as vpon Pauls, of {ecuri: 9 Conſcience: for 
firſt, if wee looke inward, wee ſhall find our 

earts as Crazy, our graces as feeble, our peace 
as vnſettled, as rheirs : and on the other ſide, 
our ſecret guile, and guilt, and pride, and vnbe- 
liefe, as preatas theirs. And next, iftwee looke 
outward, wee finde the world, the world ſtil}, 
that's a Sea, our life a warfare, wicked men as 
buſte with others conſcicnces as euer, the Di- 
uell as, malicious as cuer; troubles withour,ter. 
rours within, as ſtirring as eucr : in ſhort, as 
much 


and to v(e a good Conſcience. 5 

much vſe and necede of a good Conſcience now, 
as a thouſand yeares ago; a Preacher may ſtand 
ſomewhat higher than our ſclues, but wee are 
in tke ſame ſtormes, there's none other diffe. 
rence. 

Thirdly, It will quit coſt for vs alſo, to get 3: 46 +147. 
good conſciences : for, theſe arethe preſeruers LD SITS 
of 8ll graces ; the Conlcience is that bottome 
that containes all our treaſure; that casker that 
holds all our Iewels ; if this miſcarry, farewell 
faith, hope, patience, courage, truth, all. Se. 
condly, -Conſcicnce is the root of all our com. 
fort: the fruit of righceouſneſle (faith. Z/ay) is Efay 3 2. 
peace: out of a cleere, confcience., iſluc thoſe 
{weet ſtreames of ioy, comfort, &c. Thirdly, 
Conſcience is the Antidote apainſt all ras A 
ned croſſis, it is the ſting that is in our conſcicn» 
ces, that fteeles all onr crofles, and makes them 
ſtinging ; there's lic. le mudderaiſed in the ſoule, 
where the conſcience is clecre and pure, 


Fourthly, Conſcience is the bulwarke, and ;:;: yu ; 
wall of braſle, thar keepes off all inuafions and es c/o, 
aſlaults, Ephe.6. By this a man raignes oner all ©* 
tribulacions, Rows 8. and 1s cnabled. ro looke 
flaines in the face, Lions in the face, railers in 
the face, ſlanderers in.the face, Diuels in the 
face, Godin the face, witian vndaunred coun- 
renance, 1 1:hn 3.21.0 4-17. 

Onthe other ſide, rake away conſcience, and 
you plucke vp the {luces, and pull downe the 

B; bankes, 
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bankes, you ler our the ſoule into all licentiouſ. 
\ nefle, for whatbounds hath the ingenuous ſpi- 
rit, when feare and ſhame (the immediate iſſues 
of conſcience) are gone £ Where will a man 
ſtay 2 Man without conſcience, is a wild horſe 
 withouta bridle; the life and heart is filled with 
{inne, after ſinne comes guilt ( from that light 
that's left ) thencetormentfull ſhame, feare, an- 
ouiſh ; hence the leaſt noyſe affrights him, the 
leaſt croſſe ſtings him, the leaſt danger appals 
him , in ſhort, reſt there's none, peace none,cou- 
rage none, comfort none; but conſcience rages 
like anaking tooth: aman eates inpaine, drinks 
in feare, dares nor goe abroad , dares notgoeto 
bedde, dares not fleepe, leſt his dreames ſhould 
prooue terrible ; dares not vvake , leſt his 
wounds ſhould bleed againe, and his watchfull 
. cares and feares recoyle. By this little fayd,you 
ſee how it imports vs all. as well as Saint Paz/, 
ro conne this leſſon,and to ſay readily, I, and I, 
and, and euery I, haue a good conſcience. Bur 
all that can be ſayd , is but an emptie diſcourſe, 
and a contemplation farre off from the matter , 
for the truthis , no man can tell whatthe bene. 
fit of a good, whatthe miſery of abad conſci- 
enceis, bur he who hath felr both, that mantis 
but a ſtranger to himſelfe, and to conſcience, 
thatdoth not apprehend a thouſand times more, 
rhan hee can vtter in this kinde. Tr ſufficesto 
ſay, that no man knowes the badneſſe of a bad, 


the goodneſſe of a good confeience, but oney 


and to v{e a good Conſcience. _ 
he that hath felt the weight of that, and worth 
of this; and heethat knowes leaſt experimentally 
and feelingly, knowes more than his tongue, 
face, eyes, hands, bones can vtter, though they 
ſpeake all ar once, as vſually they doe, when 
Conſcience workes ſtrongly. But Ipaſle to ap- 
plication ; where, firſt, three ſorts come to be 
taxed ſecondly, all to be taught. - 

For firſt, if all ſhould aMie at this, to ſay ves. 1 
(and to ſay truely) My Conſcience is good, ' 
three ſorts of men are farre wide of the 
marke. 

Firſt, they who neuer trouble their thoughts 
with conſcienceat all; credit; -wealch, friends 
theyle ſecure, if they can: burfor conſcience, 
tis only a name, a ſcarcrowto affrighr children 
withall ; but no wiſe man will ſtand vpon that: - 
and left they ſhould ſeeme madde, they plead 


reaſon for their praQtice. | | 
Firſt, there's no man liuing, but he ſtraines 0#1e@?. t. 


and diſpenſeth with conſcience in ſome things : 
rake me the beſt Preachers, doe not they ſpeake, 
yeelde, walke contrary to conſcience, in ſome 
things © Name me your beſt Chriſtians : doe 
they not know-cenſuring, enuy, &c. to bee 
naught £ doe not they ſpeake againſt ſome 
ſometimes, whom in their conſciences th 
krow to bebettter men than themfclues, and j4 
ofall the reſt ? 

Thus they plead inthe firſt place : but this 


is a wilfull dclufion, fog firſt, Wharf all che 
world 


Sol, 


T.uvke 1. 6. 


Ob. 
Sol. 


1.Cor,13, 
TECAYYL ST T 


T4il, &c, 


Terſe 26. 


&b., 
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World ranne wilde ? Noa n willbe Noa n, 
vpright in his generation ſtill. Secondly, Is it 
well to ſtraine © If not, wiltthou be naught for 
companie. Thirdly , thou art deceiued , there 
is many a Paul, Zacharie, Elizah, that walke in 
all the Commandcments of God, and would 
not purpoſely liue in the leaſt allowance of 


rhic leaſt ſinne, for allthe World.. Bur yerthcy 


doc to ? 

Fi; ſt, if vpright, they doe nor ſo; if they 
doe fo, they bee not vpright: indeed the moſt 
vpright knowes butin part, loues bur in part; he 
may ſinne, becauſe he knowes it not to be inne, 
hee may ſinne againe, being ſurprized in ſome 
one particular, Gal. 6. againſt his generall pur- 
poſe. Thirdly , hee-may be yoakt as-Saint Paul 
was, with thoſe inward buffctings that may make 
his heart ake, andhis ſoule roccrie out; 0 wrez. 
ched man that I am , who ſhall deliner me from the 
bodie of this death ? Rom. 7. But ifthou thinkeſt. 
that any vpright man can thus reſolve , I doe or 
may know, this courſe I live in, tobe finfull,and 
ye: I muſt nor, I will not take notice of it, make 
conſcience of it, thou erreſt ; a godly man can- 
fot thus finne, and reſolue. Secondly, whoſo 
doth, deceiues himſelfe , 7ames 1. It any man 
ſeeme religious, and makes not conſcience of c. 
very finne (euen to-a word) he decciues himlelte; 
be not thouſo deccined. | 

But Conſcience is likethe eye; if one begin 
to ſaluc ir, or. to meddle with it , there1s ry 

end, 


and to vſea good ( onſcience, 9 
end, a man ſhall neuer enioy himſelfe, but there 
will be ſcruple vpon ſcruple, feare after feare, 
finne vpon Gans ; tis an endleſle taske to purge 
the Conſcience. Ianſwer, 

Firſt, the queſtion is not, how paincfull it is, 
but how needfull 2 rhere is ſmart and trouble 
in ſearching wounds , yet they muſt bee ſear- 
ched. 

Secondly, the matter is feizable : S. Paul by 
trauell may arriue at this happy i haucn, firſt, 1 
haue a clecre; ſecondly, I haue a good Con- 
{cience. | 

Thirdly, dead fleſh is notthe beft fleſh, nor 
confcience awakened, the worſt conſcience. 

Fourthly, though Phyſike for the time ſtirrc 
humours,and playſters cauſe {mart,yer both that 
and this tend to health andeaſe: ſo thinke of the 
preſenttroubles and fits of conſcience. 


FSo!. 


O, but hee that will ſtand on Conſcience in 94;-5. 


this age,ſhal dye a begger,or be begd for a foole, 
be ſhall haue trickes enow putvpon him, if he be 
ſo tender 2 | 
I anſwer, firſt, what if it were ſo ? a man had 
better faſt than eate poylon , begge, ſtarue, pine, 
than ſell his conſcience : Aske- them in Hell, 
aske them that are vpon this racke, they: will 
ſay ſo : as tor diſgrace, 1 had rather haue all the 
world call meefoole, than mine own conſcience; 
and conſcicnce will befoole mee, if I fell heauen 
forearth, kernels for ſhells, pearles for pibbles. 


But, ſecondly, what neceſlity in 'this conſe- 
C quence ! 


Dbiette 
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quence. £ Why may not truth, and innocencie, 
and conſcience, maintaine and credit me, as well 
as lying, cooſcnage, flattery, baſeneſle * Why 
ſhould not I thinke Gods wayes as good as Sa-. 
tans © Thirdly, What loſt TAHbraham, Joſeph, 
Daniel, eMordecai , Danid , &c. by keeping a 
000d conſcience * Verily,if a godly man do nor 
thrive, conſcience is not1n fault : Ict him rather 
fault ( if there bea fault.) improuidence, idle- 
neſſe, pride, diſtruſt mixture of illmeanes , not. 
conſcience. . 

But many that made as little adoe about con- 
ſcience as Idoe , haue made agood endat laſt, 
they haue dyed: without feares , or if troubled, 
alittle, vpon ſome ſatisfaRtion made, and ſome 
_ vyorkes done ; all was huſht, and: 
wcll.. | 

I anſwere, firſt ; thou knoweſt not what con-. 
ſcience others made in life. Secondly , Thou 
knowelſt not what ſecret pinches Conſcience- 
Sues them on their death-bed. Thirdly,lts one- 
thing to ſatisfie after finne commirted: another, 
ro ſinne purpoſely., in preſuming vpon future 
pardons and ſatisfations. Fourthly, a bleeding: 
vvourd. is better than that that bleedes nor... 
Fiftly-, Some men goe crying to Heauen, ſome 
goe laughing and ſleeping to Hell, the queſtion 
is not whatconſcience feeles moſt, but what is 
moſt ſicke 2 Some Conſciences as well as men, 
lye ſpeecchleſſe before departure. Thoſe are but 
poore ſhifts to put off thoughts of conſcience , 
VPON - 


and to vſe a good ( onſcience, T 
ypon theſe grounds, yetthis is the firſt errour. 
A ſecond ſort, They labour the matter of 
Conſcience much,but how ? Their worke is not 
to perſwade their owne hearts with Saint Paul, 
but other mens. A ſtrange folly, for a manto be 
more carefull of others than himſelfe to feare 
others , to prize others aboue himlelfe: yer this 
is- ordinarie : 'Men ſtudy rather toſceme, than 
to bee conſcionable ; labour more to approue 
themſclues to others; thanto their owne hearts; 
and this appeares thus : Firſt, inthat they ſtand 
more vpon the forme, than the power of god. 
linefſe. Secondly, in that they fer the beſt (ide 
outward , be morc in profeſſion than ination 


better abroad than athome, afarre off than at $2; ep prici- 
hand. To theſe I fay but this: Firſt, this is \<x5rbye nag 
but Machiancls Diuinitic : They haue not ſo;45;" Ga 


learned Cuxr1sr. Secondly, this is but the prince. 6.12. 


Hypocrites guiſe ; He makes cleanethe outſide, 
he iuſtifies himſelfe before men onely. Third- 
ly, this is but a childes part, who makes his mo- 
ther belecue. that his fores heale, when they 
rankle , and ſhewes his right hand for his teft. 
Laſtly, this.is a poore rcmedie, to couera bro. 
ken arme with a.braue {carfe : Alas, thou muft 
anſwere Conſcience, when all friends bee ab- 
ſent : time will be, when Death will ſnatch thee 
from men, and Conſcience will follow theeto 
Cuxr1sr s barre; then ifthou canſt not ſtand 
before thine owne heart, how wilt thou ſtand 


C 3 be- 


WO 
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before him, who is greater than thy heart 2 
Poore man, poore man |! thou maiſt eaſily de- 
ceiue men, polsibly deceiue thy ſelfe : bur if 
thou canſt not approue thy heart to God, thou 
art loſt; for him thou canſt not deceiue. As for 
thoſe who make bold to father all vpon Conſci- 
ence, and vypon God, who wipe their impudent 
mouthes withthe Harlor, and ſay, What haue 
we done 2 Who appcales to God with inno- 
cent David and Paul, Iudze me,0 Lord : Ilie not, 
my conſcience bearcth witneſſe, God knowes 
my heart : Itake on my conſcience, thatTI am 
vninſtly flangered, when ris neither ſo, nor ſo, 
what walT become of theſe men? with what faces 
wil they looke vpon that conſcience, that Indge, 
whom they haue made partakers,witneſles, Iudg- 
es, reuengers of their damned hypocrifie, and 
more than diuclliſh impudency? Bur leaue them 
tothe rack, 

The third ſort perſwade themſelues of their 
integrity, and ſpeake it out with Pans confi- 
dence,Wee hane a good Coaſcience.But would their 
confidence were as well bottomed as his : but 
alas, Men build this their aſſurance cicher in 
theayre,. are on the ſands: ſome are per[waded 
without reaſon, ſome vpon very weake reaſon. 
For the firſt, they haue (yea that they have) as 
200d Conlciences as any of them all. But what's 
their proofe £ They are perſwaded {o. But vp- 
on what reaſons © Why, they hope ſo. But vp- 

on: 


and to v(e a 200d Conſcience. Iz 
on what ground 2 Why,their minde giues them 
ſo. Firſt, poore men ! Conſcience is refleCiue, 
knowes its knowledge, vnderſtands it ſelfe : 
Secondly, its rationall, and can giue areaſon of 
its hopes: Thirdly, irs regular, and proceedes 
by the rule of Scripture : Shew mee thy 
grounds in blacke and white, elle tis fancie, nor 
Conſcience. 

Secondly, others alledge reaſon, butthey can. 
not perſwade a reaſonable man who is not wil. 
ling to winke ; they are chiefly theſe: 

Firſt, a good meaning: I am (faith the ig- 
norant)no Scholer, many can put me downe 
with words, and doe make a greater noyle, 
but I mcane as well, and haue as good an heart 
to God-ward, as any ofthemall £ 


I anſwer, There is a latitude and meaſure of ,,,. 


knowledge required of all, Without ſome know- 
ledge, the minde is not good, Prou.19.2. If the cyc 
be ſtarke blinde, the whole man, and the wayes 
of man are ſo too, and to ſpcake of Conſci- 
ence without knowledge, is to ſpeake of contra- 
ditions, and to ralke of ſeeing without ſigh, 
hearing without eares ; ſuch is knowledge with- 
out knowledge, that is, Conſcience. Tis cecr- 
taine, Conſcience reaches nofurther than know- 
ledge, at leaſt than habitual], and implicite, or 
generall knowledge. The confidences of an ig- 
norant are but the fruits of his pride, and his 
{cruples, the iſſues of his trembling opinion and 
GC. 3 ſtas.- 
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ſtaggering indgement : tis true, weake know. 
ledge (ioined wich humility and careof growth) 
mult not be diſcouraged; but whoſo neglects 
knowledge, preſuming vpon Conſcience, doth 
as if he ſhould pull our his eyes , and truſt to his 
hands for guidance. 

Obieft, The ſccond Reaſon alleaged for their hope 
of Conſcience, is from th- troubles that they 
haue in their hearts, for when they haue done 
amiſſe, their conſcicnces be efrſoons vponthem, 
and will giue them no reſt. | 

Sol. I anſwer,this may conclude ſome Conſcience, 
DiE-rences Þur Not neceſſarily Paxls, (thar's to ſay) a Natu- 
berwixt. con» Tall, but not a-Spirituall Conſcience. The diffe- 
ſcienceand rences of which two, are wide, and for the dif- 
conlicicnce fi6 . 
che Text, CCrning thereof, 

n Firſt,ſee for what ſinnes thy heart ſmites thee, 
if onely for crying ſtaring ſinnes, which the light 
of Nature from inward principles or outward 
inſtructions prompts; it is not the Conſcience 
now in'ſpeech , Paul had a good Conſciencein 
all things. 

Secondly , ſee what reformation this trouble 
workes ; if none, take heed, Paxls Conſcience 
is ioined with ( deſires and) endeauours of obe- 
dience for the future, 

Thirdly, ſee whence the trouble ariſes , whe- 
ther from a contrariancie berweene finne and 
thee, or betweene Conſcienceand paine , and 
.puniſhment onely : Pasls conſcience is oy 
Wit 


ee 
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with the filth as well as guilt of finne, and his «a+. 


will is preſt to goodneſle for its beauty. 

Fourthly,ſce whither this trouble driues thee; 
Pauls carries him to Chriſtians,to praier, watch 
fulneſſe, beware : A Naturall Conſcience proues 
@ natural! man, but no. more, thou canſt nor 
claime kindred of Paul vpon ſucha Conſcience; 
with Turkes and Heathens thou maiſt. 

The third ground is this : My Conſcience 
doth not onely checke me for what's paſt, but 
curbs and reins me in : before ſinne be commir- 
ted, I dare not doe as the moſt doe; nay, I dare 
not omit good-duties : Should nor I read, pray 
cuery day, I could not ſleepe inthe night, &c. 1 
an{were: 


It muſt be conſidered, whence that fearea- g/, 


riſes, for tis certaine, that very cuſtome and c- 
ducation will-make a child afraid to omit his de- 
uotions when he goes to bed: if we will eſtabliſh 
the heart with. comfort , wee muſt make good 
two things : 

Firſt, that we worke vpon right moriues, not 
only becauſe ſuch hath beene our cuſtome, ſuch 
our education, ſois the will of our Parents, &c. 
But becauſe we need ſuch helpes,God loues ſuch 
ſeruices, and we finde ſtrength comming vpon 
ſuch performances. 

Secondly, that we heed the manner of per- 
forming, as well as the matters performed, not 


reſting in the worke done, but mourning for 
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our dulneſſe, diſtraions, coldneſle, and other 
failings in the doing, for this is once, there's 
nothing more ſhames and humblesan vpright 
man, than his ouert and ſlight performance of 
his Maſters worke. | 

The third ground they ſettle vpon, is their 


peace : their finnes doe not daunt thein , nor 


their Conſciences dampe them, all is quiet 
within, and they haue no doubts of their ſal- 
uation, 

I anſwer. There 1s the Diuels peace, and Gods 
peace: there is a negatiue peace, or ceſlarion 
onely of rorment ; and a poſitiue peace, or frui. 
tion of comfort. Therefore, examine firſt, the 
ſource and raifing of thy peace : for ſome are 


-Quict, becauſe the conſcience is cither blinde, 


and ſees not the ſword againſt it, like Balaam, 
or flothfull and ſleepy; and a very fore man 


may feele little in his fleepe; or elſe either ſea- 


red or deluded : a deluded ſenſe thinkes it 
fceles or ſees what in truth it doth not; and 
ſeared fleſh doth not ſmart like other fleſh, not 
becauſe it hath more life , but leſle ſenſe: fo 
here. 

Secondly, The meanes how thou commeſt 
by it: there .is no peace but in Gods wayes ; if 
I winne it not by prayer, digge it not out of 
Gods ſauing wels and ordinances, finde not the 
Word ſpeaking peace to my ſoule, I cannot 


haue it ; our peace comes .in at the care, as the 
Church 


and to vſe a good (onſcience; 7 


Church ſpeakes, and out of Gods mouth , God Pr. 85.8.% 5+ 
creates peace by his word and lippe, as Eſay £*57-9: 


ſpeakes : vnleſle it beare his ſtampe, and haue 
Holineſle ro the Lord written vpon 1t, tis not 
right, twill not paſle as currant. 

Thirdly, The Effects of it : holy peace workes 
chankfulneſſe ro Chriſt, humility if vs,merci- 
fulneſſe rowards bruiſed ſpirits. 


The fourth ground is this ; I cannot abide ,j, 


yvnconſcionableneſle in others : I can with no 
patience ſee men goe againſt Conſcience, 


I anſwer, The Diucll is a great rifler and ac- $y/, 


cuſer of others counicience ; but aconſcionable 
man is bulicſ at home, mildeſt abroad: beſo, 
or be nothing. 


Bur I traine at the leaſt ſinne. So did the Obizet. 


Phariſee: Conſcience is not- right, valeſle ir 
ſtraine at all ſinne, endeauor all duty, as Paul 
ſpeakes in both tables; conſider, compare, and 
{o paſſe ſentence: and here an end of this vie; 
now to Inſtruction, | 

And here would all that heare mee this day 
were as Saint Payl, his bonds excepted: It ſhall 
not be needfull ro ſay much to thoſe who 
haue felt heauen and hell both intheir conſci- 
ences, they fee the diffcrence , as for others, 
what can Iſay,when as men cannot belecue mee 
without experience ? It they would receiuc 
others teſtimonies, they may well conceiue, 


that a good conſcience is beyond all created 
| 200ds, 


wy 
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goods, and a bad worle than all pofitiue evils : 
for firſt, What ſo defireable to all liuing things, . 
as life 2 What will not men part withall for 
life, though itbe from skin to skin ? yet con- 
ſcience is ſuch athing as wiſe men prize aboue 
life; they will dyea thouſand deaths,rather than 
loſe conſcience; and whilſt they liue, they liuc 
no longer than Conſcience ſpeakes peace. 

Looke vpon an experienced man, when he 
hath loſt his peace,no meate,no place,no wealth, 
no company,no life is pleaſant , he onely lies, 
becauſe he dares not dye. | 

Secondly, for an ilkconſcience ; What more 
terrible and harefull ro- Nature,than death * yet 
death is ſweet to a wounded Conſcience,did hee 
thinke that death would end his torments, 
he would not live; nay, though he apprehends a 
indgement, a hell at the heeles. of death, yet 
many times hee ruſhes vpon it, and concludes, 
that certainely hell can be no worſe, and pro- 
bably better than an ill conſcience. 

Loe( my Bretheren) what Conſcience both 
wayesis ; one ſo ſweet, that Heauen would be 
no Heauen without it: the othe r ſobitter, that 
Hell isno Hell to itin the: iudgement of expe. 
rience. I canſay no- more to perſwade ; mee- 
thinkes now nothing ſhould remaine but dire- 
Rion. And the way toſeryou.in Pauls circum. 
ſtances, is to guide you , firſt, tothe getting : 
{econdly,to the keeping of a good Conſcience. 

For 


and to vſe a good Conſcience. 9 


For the firſt, reſolue firſt on thething, and \ y10w a good 
thus conclude, W hat-euer it coſt me,what ſhift Conſcience is 
ſoeuer I make, I muſt haue a good conſcience. 399%, ,,. 
It is not neceſſary to haue wealth , a poore man jn pr 30.0 
may be honeſt here, happy hereafter. Ir is nor 
neceſſary to haue health, a weake man may to 
heauen. Nay, it is not neceſſary that I muſt 
live, my happineſleis nor confined to this lite , 
but tis neceſſary ro get a good Conſcience: 
without this, I can neither le nor dye, be nei- 
ther rich nor poore, ſicke nor well, in few, I 
cannot ſubſiſt, I cannot be (valeſle this bea be- 
ing, to wiſh I neuer had beene) without a good 
conſcience, and therefore what-euer it coſt me , 

Ile goe to the price: thus firſt reſolue, and this 
done then hearken tothe means,which are theſe: 

Firſt, goe to the right meanes : there is but 
one Phyſician for ſoules and conſciences, and 
that is God, he onely made, and hee onely re- 
makes good Conſciences; none elſe can come 
at Conſcience, can take out the poyſon thatis 
there; take off the guilt thar is there; and there. 
fore we muſt carry our wounded ſoules to him, 
alleage his awne cuuenant and hand, and ſay , 

Lord, thou haſt ſaid that thou wilt take away 
our euill heart, and giue vs a better ; now for 
thy truth ſake make good this Word, this 
Scripture, This done, thou muſt attend his me- 
thod, and run his courſe and dict he preſcribes, 
and thou muſt follow this method : 

D 2 Firſt, 
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Firſt, make thy Conſcience bright and light. 
ſome: he hath written a phyfick book for conſci- 
ence( no phylicke booke for conſcience bur his) 
from this Booke thou inuſt gather knowledge, 
for darkeneſle defiles the vnderſtanding, as 
Paul {aies, and darkneſſe is timorous and ſtag- 
gering , a man can haue notrue, no poſitiue 
peace, whilſt hee liues in darkenefle, either all 
things, or nothing ſhall be lawfull ; and-where 
tis ſo, the heart cannot be comfortable, there- 
fore to. thoſe principles that yer ſticke in the 
ſoulc, adde ſome other : addelight to light, the 
light of the Word to the light of Narure tor 
che Word 1s written to helpe that darkeneſfe, 
and that Jight is ſo dimme an#ſmall, chat wee 
muſt needs ſet vp another by it, clſe wee ſhall 
ſcenothing ; and hee that ſees nothing, enioyes 
nothing : therefore thou muſt get knowledge 
by readirg, by deducing concluſions. from 
Gods actions to thy. ſelfe,. by hearing and ſet- 
ting thy ſelfe, ifthou be free, vnderthat Mini- 
ſtery thar deales with Conſciences, that ſers out 
God as he is,the Word as it is, ſinne as it is ; for 
then. we trucly know, when we know things in 
their owne notions and colours. 

Secondly, thou muſt make the Conſcience 
cleane ; it muſt be pure and cleare, before it will 
be good :.there ſtickes to the conſcience of 
every man naturally a great deale of guilt and 
filth ; It is much diſabled and maimed, _ 

muc 
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much of its fight and life, it hath learned to be 
idle, falſe, dumbe, &c. Ir hath contracted ſo 
much guilt, foulneſſe, brawninefle by trading 
in finne, rhat there is no roome for peace, till ir 
hath a new conſtitution, and be wholly rctined : 
now the way to haue it cleanſed, is to flye ro 
bloud: as in the Law all things were purified 
with bloud, ſo here the bloud of Chriſt is that, 
that cleanfcth from all finnce, that waſheth the 
Conſcience from dead workes ; this bloud 1s 
both healing, and will cluze all our fcaretull 
0: ſhes; 2nd purging, and will take off all ſtains, 
and v.11! inake vs as white as Snow, O gocto 
this Refiner, this Fuller, this Phyſician, rhis 
high Prieſt, asthe Word entitles him ; nothing 
will ſerue, - but-his bloudy ſacrifiee, and that 
will doe it; goe to him as toan. All-ſufficient 
Sauiour, reſt in his bloud without further 
mixtures, plead his bloud ſhed for ſinners quite 
Joſt and vndone; beg that of God, as Rae! did 
children of her husband, Giue me bloud or clſe 
I dy ce, apply that to thy. bleeding ſoule, and ſay, 
I blcecde; bur Chriſt bled too for mee ; my fins 
arc bloudy, and his wounds are bloudy too ; 
my bloud, if ſpilt, carmot make God that ſariſ- 
tation that his bloud hath, and therefore lle 
reſt in his bloud that ſpeakes peace, not venge- 
ance, as Abels did, and in him who quicts Con- 
{ſciences as well as Seas and windes CH ar.4.39. 
Elle, as corrupt breath. ſtaincs and dunmes the 
D 3 olaſle: 
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2oods, and abad worſe than all pofiriveevils : 
for firſt, What ſo defircable to all liuing things, . 
as life 2 What will not men part withall for 
life, though itbe from skin to $kin ? yet con. 
ſcience is ſuch athing as wiſe menprize aboue 
life; they will dyea thouſand deaths,rather than 
loſe conſcience; and whilſt they liue, they live 
no longer than Conſcience ſpeakes peace. 

Looke vpon an experienced man, when he 
hath loſt his peace,nomeate,no place,no wealth, 
no company,no life is pleaſant , he onely liues, 
becauſe he dares not dye. | 

Secondly, for an ilkconſcience ; What more 
terrible and hatefull ro- Nature,thandeath * yet 
death is ſweet to-a wounded Conlcience,did hee 

thinke that death would end his. torments, 

he would not live; nay, though he apprehends a 
indgement, a hell at the hecles. of death, yer 
many times hee ruſhes vpon:, and concludes, 
that certainely hell can be no worſe, and pro- 
bably better than an ill conſcience. 

Loe( my Bretheren) what Conſcience both 
wayesis ; one ſo ſweet, that Heauen wouldbe 
no Heauen without it: the othe r ſo bitter, thar 
Hell isno Hellto itin the: iudgement of expe- 
rience. I canfſay no- more to perſwade ; mee- 
thinkes now nothing ſhould remaine but dire- 
ion. Andthe way to ſeryou.in Paels.circum. 
ſtances, is to guide you , firſt, to the getting : 
{econdly,to the keeping of agood Conſcience. 
For 
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For the firſt, reſolue firſt on thething, and \ 140, a 00d 
chus conclude, W hat-euer it coſt me,what ſhift Conſcience is 
ſocuer I make, I muſt hauc agood conſcience. 37er, ,,. 
It is aot neceſſary to haue wealth, a poore man jn p30. 


may be honeſt here, happy hereafter. Ir is nor 
neceſſary to hauc health; a weake man may to 
heauen. Nay, it is not neceſſary that I muſt 
live, my happineſleis nor confined to this lite , 
but tis neceſſary to get a good Conſcience: 
wichour this, I can neither l1ue nor dye, be nei- 
ther rich nor poore, ſicke nor well, in few, I 
cannot ſubſiſt, I cannot be (vnleſle this bea be- 
ing, to wiſh I neuer had beene) without a good 
conſcience , and therefore what-euer it coſt me , 
Ile goe to the price: thus firſt reſolue, and this 
done then hearken tothe means, which are theſe; 
Firſt, goe to the right meanes : there is but 
one Phyſician for ſoules and conſciences, and 
that is God, he onely made, and hee onely re- 
makes good Conſciences; none el{e can come 
at Conſcience, can rake our the poyſon that'is 
there; take off the guilethar is there; and there. 
fore we muſt carry our wounded ſoules to him, 
alleage his awne couenant and hand, and ſay , 
Lord, thou haſt ſaid that thou wilt take away 
our euill heart, and giue vs a better ; now for 
thy truth ſake make good this Word, this 
Scripture. This done, thou muſt attend his me- 
thod, and run his courſe and dict he preſcribes, 
and thou muſt follow this method : 
D 2 Firſt, 
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Firſt, make thy Conſcience bright and light. 
ſome:he hath written a phyſick book for conſci- 
ence( no phylicke booke for conſcience but his) 
from this Booke thou inuſt gather knowledge, 
for darkeneſſe defiles the vnderſtanding, as 
Paul ſaies, and darkneſle is timorous and ſtag- 
gering . a man can haue notrue, no poſitive 
peace, whilſt hee lives in darkenefle, either all 
things, or nothing fhall be lawfull ;and-where 
tis ſo, the heart cannot be comfortable, there- 
fore to. thoſe principles that yer ſticke in the 
ſoule, adde ſome other :. adde light to light, the 
light of the Word to the light of Nature ,for 
the Word is written to helpe that darkeneffe, 
and that light is ſo dimme an#ſmall, that wee 
muſt needs ſer vp another by it, clſe wee ſhall 
{cenothing ; and hee that ſees nothing, enioyes 
nothing :.therefore thou muſt get knowledge 
by reading, by deducing concluſions. from 
Gods actions to-thy. ſelfe,. by hearing and ſet- 
ting thy ſelfe, ifrhou be free, vnder that Mini- 
ſtery thar deales with Conſciences, that ſers out 
God as he is,the Word as it is, finne as it is ; for 
then. we truely know, when we know things in 
their owne notions and colours. 

Secondly, thou muſt-make the Conſcience 
cleane ,.it muſt be pure and cleare, before it will 
be good :.there ſtickes to the conſcience of 
every man naturally a great deale of guilt and 
filth ; It is much diſabled and maimed, "_ 

much 
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much of its fight and life, it hath learned to be 
idle, falſe, dumbe, &c. It hath contracted ſo 
much guilt, foulneſſe, brawnineſlſe by trading 
in ſinne, rhat there is no roome for peace, till.ic 
hath a new conſtitution, and be wholly refined; 
now the way to haue it cleanſed, is to flye to 
bloud: as in the Law all things werepurified 
with bloud, ſo here the bloud of Chriſt is that, 
that cleanſcth from all finnce, that waſheth the 
Conſcience from dead workes ; this bloud is 
both: healing, and will cloze all our fcaretull 
aſhes ; 2nd purging, and will take off all ſtains, 
and wiil make vs as white as Snow. O goero 
this Refiner, this Fuller, this Phyſician, this 
high Prieſt, asthe Word entitles him ; nothing 
will ſerue, ;but:his bloudy facriftee, and that 
will doe it; goe to him as toan Alkſufficient 
Sauiour, reſt in his bloud without further 
mixtures; plead his bloud ſhed for finners quite 
loſt and vadone, beg that of God, as Rabel did 
children of her husband, Giue me bloud or elſe 
I dye , apply thar to thy. bleeding ſoule, and ſay, 
I bleede; but Chriſt bled too for mee ,my ſins 
arc bloudy, and his wounds are bloudy too ; 
my bloud, if.ſpilr, carmot make God. that ſariſ- 
faction that his bloud hath, and therefore Ile 
reſt in his bloud that Tpeakes peace, not venge- 
ance, as Abels did, and in. him who quiets Con- 
ſciences as well as Seas and windes Har. 4.39. 
Elle, as. corrupt breath. ſtaines and dummes the 
D 3 claſſe: 
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elaſſe: ſo a corrupt heart the Conſcience, Next, 
when it is cleare from guilt and filth, then it 
muſt be pure and ſanQified ; the Spirit therefore 
of Grace muſt reſt\nthe Conſcience, and giue 
it a new conſtitution ; it isnot ſufficient toler 
out the bad bloud, but now wee muſt breed 
good bloud, and make new Spirits. Froma 
natural] Conſcience, and a Conſcience that is 
enlightned by the Word, we muſt proceed to 
a ſanQified Conſcience, and therefore we muſt 
labour to feele the power of Chriſts Bloud, 
and of Chriſts Life and ReſurreRion in our 
ſoules, ( who is King of righteoulneſſe and 
peace both, Heb.7.2.) quickning vs in the In. 
ner man, and ſtamping on vs our'firſt impreſe 
of wiſcdome, holineſſe, righteouſneſſe, that 
we may be throughout ſan@fied, x Theſ.5. and 
havea beauty ſer vpon the ſoule and conſcience 
in all points, as the Apoſtle ſayes, and freed 
from dead workes by repentance, Heb.g. and 
when the Conſcience 1s filled in ſome due mea. 
ſure with light, and freed from finne, and fur. 
niſhed with poſitiue grace, then ( out of all 
reſults that goodnefſe of Conſcience that now 
we ſpeake of, whereby its fitted for its ends and 
offices, andenabled to giue vsa good word and 
countenance. 

Now for the keeping of Conſcience good, 
becauſe I will not ouercharge your memories 
with rules, Ile expreſie my ſelfe in one continued 
Similitude 
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Similitude or Allegory, The Conſcience is a 
Clock or Watch inthe bolome; look what you 
would doe to kcep that in frame, that muſt be 
done heere. | 

Firſt, if the Watchbe amiſſe, who ſo fit to 
amendit as hee that made it ? So heere, ifany 
thing trouble Conſcience, that it goes not at 
all, or too faſt, or our of order, goeto Chriſt, 
and gge quickly , pray him to ſetthee in ioynr 
againe, as Dauid did, Pſal.5 1. 

Secondly, a Watch muſt be charily kept, the 
leaſt duſt, kk re, iogge almoſt diſtempers it , 
ſo the Collins, a little duſt in this eye 
marres both ſight and peace, alittle fanne crept 
in berweene the wheeles, ſers all at a ſtand : if 
euer thy Conſcience ſhall hold its comfort, and 
doe thee acceptable ſeruice, keepeit cleane, 
give no allowance to any the leaſt ſenne : a man 
may live and dye in ſome ſinne, and yet haue 
peace, when Conſcience is not priuy to it, and 
not conuinced of it : But there can beeno true 
comfort, where finne vnderhandis maintained 
and allowed, bet neuer ſo ſmall a one: let thy 
Conſcience haue this to ſay for thee:I can beare 
him witneſſe, that he bore hs finnes as a bur- 
den,and bid none ofthem welcome. 

Thirdly, a watch muſtbe daily lookt to (and 
thorowly too) if one pin be amiſſe, all is out of 
order : fo the Conſcience , heethat makes not 
conſcience of all( according to his light) makes 
con- 


24 Direflions how to vet, to keepe, 
conſcience of none,and wil come to naught; and 
he that doth not looke vpon his conſcience cue. 
ry day., and wynde it vp,and ſer it in frame, will 
haue no conſcience intime: euery day thou muſt 
ralke with thy ſelfe, and know what the Watch 
ſaith, TI meane, what report Conſcience makes 
of thy dayes worke, what it hath to ſay for or 
againſt rhee. Tis with conſcience, as with Bay. 
liffs and Stewards ; if you call themto adaily 


reckoning, they will bee carefull and v{efull ; 
bur it you let things runne on, and reckon once 
at the hundreds end,they will not watch,or they 
will not be able to remember : ſotis with con- 
ſcience; therefore often looke vpon it,and cucry 
day conſultwith it. 
The Watchmuſt be vſcd, elſe it rnſts,furres, 
.and firſt beginnes to lack its pace, after ſome 
time wil not geeat all: ſo conſcience, tis preſer- 
ued by vie, as the ſtomackeis, and all things 
elſe; for euery thing is perfeed and preſerued 
by its proper operations : as water is kept ſweet 
by running, the Conſcience by motion ſtreng- 
thens itsſenſe, and ſooner fecles its weight : by 
motion it is facilitated,and thats as good as oyle 
to the wheele of a Clocke ; therefore exerciſe 
Conſcience,andthatin all good duties, whether 
perſonall or locall. 
Conſcience muſt haue its full walke, 
aud thats very large , for a Conſcience 1s to 
bce obſerued in all Religious and Righte- 


OusS 
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ous ats;and whoſo will preſerue his conſcience, 
muſt firſt keep himlſelfe pure and vpright. Firſt, 
in Gods worſhip : Secondly, in workes of 
rightcouſneſſe towards man : Thirdly , in his 
owne place, he muſt make conſcience of his par- 
. ticular calling and relation, and dwell vpon that : 
and ſecondly, for others, hee muſt remember 
Pauls aduice z Keepethy lelfepure, be not par- 
'taker of other mens ſinnes. In ſhort, of alt things 
hee muſt feare God moſt, of all men, feare 
himſelfe moſt and his owne Conſcience, of all 
men out of himſelfe, feare his friends moſt, and 
his other-mens finnes. Many a man waſhes his 
heart at home, and defiles his Conſcience a- 
broad;when he hath gotten his own acquittance, 
hee intangles himſelfe in other mens debts by 
conniuence, filence, conſent, 8&c. Take heed of 
this,for tis a hard matter to diſcharge conſcience 
in company and to comeoff well, Well, ler 
conſcience haue its perfeRt worke towards God 

and man, alone, and in companie, and like a 

good fountaine , twill worke out its owne cor- 

ruption and mudde, and affoord ſomething to. 

ane the waſhing of others too, as it runnes a- 

ong. 

G One thing more, and then anend : Asa 
Watch muſt be made, ſo ſet by rule : you muſt 
ſet it by the Sunne and time of day : So Con- 
ſcience muſt hane its rule (though a ſubordinate 
rule it ſelfe } and this alſo muſtbe ſer and _ 

rc 


26 Direfions how to get, tokeepe; exc. 
red by the Heauens: the great God hath only 
power oucr his great office, and he in his Word 
15- the iuſt meaſure of it : wee muſt not fay that's 
lawfull which he prohibits, thar's ſinfull which 
he commands, that'sarbitrary which hee holds 
neceſſary, that's neceſſary (for its nature) which 
he holds arbitrary : in ſhort, we muſt neither 
widen not ſtraiten the rule, but bring home our 
ſelues to that. Its hard to ſay where we ſhall 
land, if we faile not by the Compaſle, and looke 
not to the Heauens, and whether bee worſeto 
fwallow all,or ſcruple all, is morethan I can tell, 
This is once, he that either tyes vp, or lets out 
his Conſcience, more than God would haue 
him, makes worke for himſelfe, and way for 
temptation. In praRice, tis good to bee of the 
reſtraining hand, where weare left to our ſelues : 
but for Opinion, Conſcience; and Indgement, 
tis beſt to hold ones ſelfe free where the Word 
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They that haue good Conſciences muſt make 
their vie of them. This point calls more for pra- 
Rice than for proofe ; therefore we will bee lar- 
ger there, briefer heere. Firſt, God calls vs to 
this duty, Eſay. 5. 3-Iudge, yee inhabitants, &+c. 
as if he had ſaid, I appealeto your Conſciences 
who will be of vſe in this caſe to you,if you will 
vic them : ſo Haggar, Conſider, faith God, with 
your ſelues, compare time with time, thin 
with thing, how well you ſhall ſpeed if you will 
be ruled by me, how ill you haueſped whileſt 
negligent of me : and accordingly reſolue, as 
if hee had ſaid, If you would but reflet ypon 
your {clues , and conſult your owne Conſci- 
ences, reformation would follow. Soalſo Pſal. 
4+ Talke with your owne heerts , as if he ſhould 
ſay, Doe but aske your owne Confciences * Is 
not this Gods doing 2 Did not God preferre 
Dauid ? Doth not hee maintaine his Titles £ 
Would wee our ſelues reape that meaſure that 
we offer him? Andthen ye will be quict. Thus 
often in the new Teſtament : Examine your 
ſelues, Iudge your (clues, Trie your ſelues, Be- 
thinke your ſelues : Rexel. 2, All comes tothis, 
Turne your thoughts vpon your felues, and 
make vie of your inward light, that is, Con. 
ſcience. Thus the precept is cleare, the praRice 
thereof much vrged, the negle thereof, as 
much condemned, Zer. '8. 6. and clic-where 


often, 
Adde 


Of the vſe of (Concience. 29 

Addc ſecondly, ro the Precept of God, the 
practice of Gods people, in their paſſages with 
Godand Man. 

Firſt, For God : Marke LAbimelech, when he 
was hazarded; Gen. 20. Ieremiah, when he was 
curled ; Ter, 15. Hezekiah, when he was viſited ; 
Eſay. 38. David, when he was flandered, Pſal. 7. 
The Apoſtles, A#s 4. whenthreatned ; and ſee 
what vie they made of agood Conſcience. How 
free, quiet, bold, couragious in all thoſe exi- 
gents they WETE. 

Secondly, and for Men, Iooke vpon Joſeph, 
firſt tempted, after perſecuted : vpon Samwel re- 
iced, vpon Job traduced, vpon Pas! arraigned ; 
and ſce what benefit they made of Conſcience, 
now to raigne in luſts and paſſions, now to pro- 
uoke to iuſt apologies , alwaies to ſupport in 
greateſt preffures. 

- Thirdly, from Examples, paſſe weeto Rea- 


ſons. 


Firſt, Conſcience is made for vſe, and there. Rea/o1s. 1. 


fore vſe muſt be made of it: Theexcellency of 
chings ſtands in their vſe, the beſt things being 
cuer moſt vicfull; now in this world there is ' 
nothing more Diuine, and (as I may ſay) more 
God-like than Conſcience. It is a kinde of ſe. 
condary Law and Bible, yea ina ſort, a ſubor- 
dinate God, of ſubdiuine authority. It bath 
power to enforme, to record, to witneſle, to 


wudoe, to condemne, to abſolue, to comfort, 
© he E 3 to 


26 Direfions how to get, tokeepe, exc. 
red by the Heauens : the great God hath only 
power oucr his great office, and he in his Word 
15 the inſt meaſure of it : wee muſt not fay that's 
lawful which he prohibits, thar's finfull which 
he commands, that'sarbitrary which hee hojds 
nceeflary, that's neceſſary (for its nature) which 
he holds arbitrary : in ſhort, we muſt neither 
widen not ſtraiten therule, but bring home our 
ſelues to that. Its hard to ſay where we ſhall 
land, if we faile not by the Compaſle, and looke 
not to the Heauens, and whether bee worſeto 
ſwallow all,or ſcrupleall,ismorethan I can tell, 
This is once, he that cither tyes vp, or lets out 
his Conſcience, more than God would haue 
him, makes worke for himſelfe, and way for 
temptation. In practice, tis good to bee of the 
reſtraining hand, where weare left to our ſelues : 
but for Opinion, Conſcience; and Indgement, 
tis beſt to hold ones ſelfe free where the Word 
frees him, and bound, where the Word bindc? 
him, clic Conſcience will ſuber wracke, =» 
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They that haue good Conſciences muſt make 
their vie of them. This point calls more for pra- 
ice than for proofe , therefore we will bee lar- 
ger there, bricfer heere. Firſt, God calls vs to 
this duty, Eſay. 5. 3-Iudge, yee inhabitants, &c, 
as if he had ſaid, I appeale to your Conlciences 
who will be of vſe in this caſe to you,if you will 
vie them : ſo Haggar, Conſider, ſaith God, with 
your ſelues, compare time with time, thing 
with thing, how well you ſhall ſpeed if you will 
be ruled by me, how ill you haueſped whileſt 
negligent of me : and accordingly reſolue, as 
if hee had ſaid, If you would but refle@ ypon 
your {clues, and conſult your owne Conlci- 
ences, reformation would follow. Soalfo Fſal. 
4+ Talke with your owne heerts ; as if he ſhould 
lay, Doe but aske your owne Confciences * Is 
not this Gods doing « Did not God preferre 
Dauid ? Doth not hee maintaine his Titles * 
Would wee our ſelues reape that meaſure that 
we offer him? Andthen ye will be quiet, Thus 
often in the new Teſtament : Examine your 
ſelues, Iudge your ſclues, Trie your ſelues, Be- 
thinke your ſelues : Rexel. 2, All comes tothis, 
Turne your thoughts vpon your ſelues, and 
make vſe of your inward light, that is, Con. 
ſcience. Thus the precept is cleare, the praRice 
thereof much vrged, the negle& thereof, as 
much condemned, Zer, 8. 6. and clic-where 


Often, 
| Adde 


Of the ſe of ( on(cience. 29 

Addc ſecondly, ro the Precept of God,, the 

practice of Gods people, in their paſſages with 
Godand Man. 

Firſt, For God : Marke LAbimelech, when he 
was hazarded; Gen. 20. Teremiah, when he was 
curſed ; ler, 15. Hezekiah, when he was viſited 
Eſay. 38. David, when he was {landered, Pſal. 7. 

The Apoſtles, As 4. whenthreatned ; and ſee 
what vie they made of agood Conſcience. How 
free, quiet, bold, couragious in all thoſe exi- 
gents they WETE. 

Secondly, and for Men, looke vpon Joſeph, 
firſt tempred, after perſecuted : vpon Samwel re- 
ieted, vpon Job traduced, vpon Paul arraigned ; 
and ſee what benefit they made of Conſcience, 
now to raigne in luſts and paſſions, now to pro- 
uoke to iuſt apologies , alwaies to ſupport in 
greateſt preſſures. 

Thirdly, from Examples, paſſe weeto Rea- 


ſons. 
Firſt, Conſcience is made for vſe, and there. Reaſons. x. 


fore vſe muſt be made of it: Theexcellency of 
things ſtands in their vſe, the beſt things being 
ever moſt vſcfull ; now in this world there is 
nothing more Diuine, and (as I may ſay) more 
God-like than Conſcience. Ir is a kinde of ſe. 
condary Law and Bible, yea ina ſort, a ſubor- 
dinate God, of ſubdiuine authority. It hath 
power to enforme, to record, to witneſle, to 
wudoe, to condemne, to abſolue, to comfort, 
| E 3 ro 
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to Execute, to hang and draw within u (elfe, as 
we ſpcake in other cafcs and wecantiot with. 
out roo too great negic&t of God, who makes 
nothing in vaine, patle by {ich an Officer and 
Deputy as Conſcience is, without vie and ac- 

knowledgement. . . : 
Secoridly, we'take Gods Name in vaine, in 
nceleQing Conſcience, and fruſtrate his work, 
and depriue our ſelues of the benefits of Con. 
ſcience : for tis not the hauing,/but the viing of 
abilities and bleſſings, that perfects and bleſles 
vs. Apower'of ſccing_ is to little purpoſe, if 
men will winke and hide themſelues in darke« 
neſle. A power of ſpeaking is.not much, it a 
man will button vp his lippes: and of as little 
auaile is Conſcience (thar is, .a power ofknow- 
ing and gaging ones ſelfe) if this power beene. 
uer acted, Verily, a man notwithſtanding this 
inward light, may :be no bctter than.an Atheiſt 
1n knowledge, or Diucll in praRtice, vnleſle hee 
1mproue his light ; (for light, till the Willput 
it to vie, makes no man good) for doe but con- 
iider : How (I pray) ſhall that ſoule for mar. 
ters paſt euer repent, which willneuer recoylc, 
look backward,or ence fay, What haueI done 2 
How ( againe ) hall it ſee its preſent ſtaines 
andeſtate, if it will not view it ſelte, or behold 
its owne face 2 How (thirdty) ſhall it be hcld 
backe from any fin ( fleſh, men, diucls puſhing 
on) if it never commune with it ſclfe, ſayin, 
; What 


Of the vſe of \Conſcience; It 
What 3m 1 Joing 2 It were impoſſible that men 
ſhould eier Yiceft furch morſek as they foul 
low, or fwallow fuch puddle andpoylon ts ct. 
ſoones they doe, would they bur ſce and conft- 
der whar they doe, or haue done, | 
Thirdly, by notyfting Conſcience, wee ſhall 
comeintimeto loſe, not onely the comfortable 
ſeruice of it ( for information, reformation, 
conſolation, inſtigation , &c, ) bur indeed all 
manner vle, and ſenſe of it :: Ve legges (wee 
ſay) and hauc legges ;' ſo, ve Conſcience, and 
haue Conſcience; for by v1e, the harris kept 
ſoft and will ſoone ſmite vs, as Davids did : by 
vſe our inward light is exerciſed and ſtrengthe. 
ned, and wee madeablero diſcerne, Heb. 5. 14. 
Nay, vſe and'exerciſe doth both facilicateand 
delight; for what's done ordinarily and habi- 
tually, 1s done with no ſmall content, ſure with 
no great contention and relutancy :; cuſtome 
and exerciſe makethe hardeſt of workes ar 1caſt 
ſufferable. On the other ſide, diſufe Conſci- 
ence, and though it continue in the roote, yer 
the fruit will downe. Firſt, the light of itwilt 
more and more decay, like the fire thar'is nor 
blowne. Secondly, thelife of it will alſo weare, 
(as the dull fluggard liues not halfe ſomuch as 
the diligent doth) and this appeares, if we conſt- 
der thoſe as and cuidences of life (Senſe and 
Morion.) For Senſe, a Conſcience vnconſul- 
ted, vnexcrciſed, vnexamined, becomes like a 
| tlcepy 
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ſleepy legge : when a man hath fate long, hee 
feeles not his limbes, the bloud and ſpirits be. 
ins ſometimes frozen and arreſted with cold, 
ſometimes intercepted in their paſlage by too 
much ſuppreſſion of that part : ſo tis with the 
Conſcience , firſt load it, and then let it lye 
Kill withour motion, and in fine it will not 
feele it ſelfe, but bee as dead and ſenſelefle, as 
brawned, yea ſeared fleſh: And this experience 
zuſtifies in many, whole conſciences lye bed. 
ridden : and looke how ſome ( in thatcaſe of 
ſickneſſe) voyd much filth and fcele itnot : fo - 
theſe ſpue forth abhorred blaſphemies and out. 
rages, and diſcerne them not. As for Motion, 
euen as the limbs by long my orow ſtiffe and 
ſtarke, that wee cannot goe : ſothe conſcience 
vnfrequented, twill ruſt like a Clock which 
{leepes a winter or two, and ſo loſes irs tongue, 
not once telling you where you bee cither in 
che day or night : uſt to a ruſty Conſcience, 
twill neither counſell nor comfort, checke nox 
excuſe, twill ſpeake neither to matrers paſt nor 
to come, but lie as dead within a man, as the 
dead childe doth within a woman : Ohtis a 
moſt comfortleſle thing for a liuing womanta 
beare death in her bowels ! ſucha burden fils 
her with many feares for the preſent, at leaſt 
makes her too too heauy and vaweildy, and puts 
her to great extremity in the cloze, there being 
more adoe with one dead birth, than with two 
. : liuing 


Of the vſe of ( onſcience. 3 


living children : tis no better with a dead con- 
ſcience ,theleſſe that trauels, the more we muſt, 
with feares and anguiſh, and therefore as wee 
call vpon women to ſtirre, thattheir truit may 
be ſtirring too : ſo muſt we ſtirre vp our ſclues, 
that Conkimes may bedoing, for a dead con- 
ſcience makes but adead eſtate, a dead heart, a 
dead man, a dull life ; and dead it will be, vnleſſe 
we put itto vſc. 


Now before we can proceed to exhortation, U/+ x. 


wee cannot but bewaile and controll two ſorts 
of men; firſt, ſuch as vtrerly diſuſe ; ſecondly, 
ſuch as fearcfully miſuſe their Conſciences. 
How many bee there of the firſt fort, who liue 
and dye ſtrangers to themſelues 2 They dare 
not for their carcs asketheir owne hearts, What 
45 Our caſe? In what tearmes ſtand we-with God? 
Children are wee or enemies * In the wayes of 
life or death £'Where are we 2 What are wee £7 
Which way goe we 2 What will be the iſſue of 
vur:courſes 2 But looke how bankrupts put off 
reckonings, fo theſe all reaſonings with them- 
ſelues. And as they keepe rheirpiritualleſtate 
-cloſe from their- owne conſciences, ſo doe they 
in particular ations: for, firſt, inthings tobee 
done, they rather conſult others than them- 
ſclues, which is,bur to ſell oneseies,and buy ſpe- 
Racles, which ſee nomore than the eye enables 
them. Secondly, in things already done, they 
zather ſmother than conſult conſcience: _ 

:F | CONle 


The cauſes of 
this diſuſe, 
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Conſcience takes rhe aduantage of ſolitarineſſe, 
and beginnes to queſtion them , they runne 
from it into company, and hidethemlſelues in 
the crowde ; when Conlcience beginnes a little 
to open its eycs- and mouth after the reading of 
ſome booke, the hearing of ſome Sermon, the 
fecling of ſome inward or outward pinches, 
they ſtoppe their cares, diuert their thoughts, 
ſing, whiſtle, drinke, game, and doe any thing. 
to out-ralke and drowne Conſcience. This the 
practice of /hundreds, but-how ill this practice 
is, firſt, the Cauſes, ſecondly,the Conſequences 
will ſhew. 

The Cauſes hereof, . Firſt, Pride : Man 
would be ſomebody with himſelfe, and there- 
fore islothto looke vpon his owne.ſtaines, and 
ro ſee his owne face, in the face ofhis conſci- 
ence. Secondly, Hypocriſie : Man hath ſuch a 
deſire to coozen, that hee would (ifhe could) 
coozen himſclfe, and would faine make him. 
ſelfe beleeue thar tis not ſo bad with him, as in- 
deeditis. Thirdly, Vnbeliefe : He lookes for 
no mercy, incaſe hepeach himſelfe, and there. 
fore places all his ſafety in ſecrecy; and fo ſe- 
crer would he be, thatby his will, his left hand. 
fhall not know what his right hath done. Theſe 


are the cauſes : and what fruit can youin reaſon 
expect from ſucha roote ? 
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loſe conſcience, and conſequently theirarmour 
againſt finne :: take away Conſcience, and you 
can hardly ſer downe Atheiſme. Secondly, by 
this meanes finne is exceedingly aggrauated ; 
(for no man can negle& ſo neerea Monitor as 
Conlcience is, without great preſumption and 
wilfulneſſe:) and Gods, a mans reckoning 
no way furthered , for (doe what weecan) wee 
muſt come to an account, and Conſcience will 
know vs at laſt, whether we acknowledge it or 
not; nay, by how much the lefle weregard ir 
now, by ſo much the more'itwill ſhake vs herc- 
after, and riſe vporrvslike a flame with ſo much 
the greater fury, .by how much the more it was 
(tor the preſent) kept downe and ſtifled, 


The ſecond ſort reproued, are ſuch as abuſe j7;; ,, 


conſcience; and this 1s done (as ſometimes 0- 
therwile) ſo moſtly thus : 

Firſt, when Conſcience is ſet-loweſt ; and 
bound apprentice to the outward man, T meane 
thus, when men doe not receiueall blowes thar 
let driue at conſcience, vpontheir name, eſtate, 
$kinne, &c, bur contrarily,rather ſuffer Conſci- 
ence to be wounded, than the outmoſt skinnc 
rayled. 

Secondly, when Conſcience 1s thruſt from 
its ſeate, depoſed, degraded, gag'd, fo violen- 
ced; that it muſt not ſpeake , though friends, 
God, man,call vpon vs. 

Thirdly, when. conſcience is made a __ 

ÞF 2 or 
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for all vowartanted, both opinions and pracQti- 
ces, that is, when men will put the name of con. 
ſcience vpon the baſeſt things : Opinion-ſhall 
bee Conſcience; Errour , Conſcience; the 
{wallowing of widowes houſes, Conſcience, 
25 twas with the Phariſces. 

Fourthly, when Conſcience is made a knight 
of the poaſt, and muſt beare witnefletoany vn. 
truth, to. any villanie : thus when men cannot 
tell what to ſay, they appeale to God and Con- 
ſcience. God knowes their hearts, their Con- 
ſcience beares them witnefle, they'letakeit on 
their Conſcience, tis {o, not ſo, O the feareful. 
neſle of theſe praQtices! how terrible haue Gods 
ſtrokes bin- vpon ſuchinall ages? and what can 
wee looke for leſle, thanmilery in this courſe ? 
Firſt, .a man muſt bec an oldand bold offender, 
before he can dare thusto affront Conſcience, 
Secondly, it cannot belafe thus to abuſe ſo great 
an Officer. as con{cienceis. Thirdly, who.can 
expreſle the terrours of ſome. Saints, now yp. 
on record, who (notwithſtanding) neuer were 
ſo daring ? and ifthey did ſweate vnder ſmaller 
abules of Conſcience, how ſhall theſe bleed e- 

I now. come to perſwadeeuery man to make 
good vic ofa good thing, a good Conſcience . 
for the abuſe of beſt things is euer worſt: anda 
good Conſcience is in the ranke of beſt things, 
It is a wonderfull mercy in God, to match vs- 


- with ſoneerea friend, ſo truea Counſellor : let 


VS. 
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vs thankefully conſider to what vſes a good 
conſcience may bee put, and accordingly im- 
, proue it, Wee wiil not runne into the road of 
conſcience in generall, but confine'our ſelues to 
a good Conſcience, which: is ſo tearmed in a 
double ſenſc: | 

Firſt, Its good formally inits conſtitution. 


well : firſt, the Conſcience is good inits ſelfe, 
when it is fitted for its proper acts and vſcs : 
the proper and immediate act and vie of Con. 
ſcience, is ro know that it knowes, as Salomon 
ſpeakes to Shimei, and as wee vulgarly ſay, 1 
know what I know well enough. This the gene. 
rall. The particulars of this knowledge are, firſt, 
conſcience knowes what we be : ſecondly, what 
we doe : what we be ſpiritually (not naturally ) 
and in what tearmes we ſtand with God ; whe- 


ther we beare his Image, bein his fauour, yea, 


or no : what wee doe either for fubſtance or 
quality, good or bad, cither intimes paſt, pre- 
ſent, or to come: theſe things Conſcience was 
- made for, and theſe the conſcience, when it is 
good, doth know, to wit, both tree and fruit in 
the inward and outward aQts thereof: and hence 
it is, that weearc ſoofteninuited totalke with 
our ſclues , and hereof growes that inward con- 
fidence and enjoyment, that the ſoule hath of 


x ſcife, wherein it reſembles its Maker, who | 
| F 3 takes: 


. - Conicience 
Secondly, ctfeiuely in its execution : as a bow teamed 
Clocke is good when it is made well and goes 5" 
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rakes full contentment inhimſelte from his full 
ynderſtanding of himſelfe. The ſecond at of 
a good Conſcience is ſpeaking or manifeſting 
good to vs ; being good in it ſelfe,it giues vs due 
information touching our ſclues; as a cleere 
glaſſe repreſents atrueface : and heere are two 
ads. alſo: Firſt and more immediately, it reports 
things as they be, which is called witneſling or 
giving in euidence : thus the perſon being vnder 
mercy tels him ſo much, hauing already done 
well, orhaying good. things in agitation, it 
faith ſo. 

.Contrarily, when things benot right, Con. 
ſcience ſpeakes as it finds them, and heerein it 
doth.well ; for we'ſpeake of a Moral, not Na- 

eurall good : and morally that; Conſcience is 
. good, that ſpeakes the truth how-cuer it bee : as 
that's a good glaſle that reports blemiſhes (if 
ſuch) as well as beauties; a good Witnefle that 
ſpeakes the truth, though not what pleaſes. Se. 
condly, Conſcience ſtrikes vponthe affetions, 
and doth ſomeexecution vpon the offender; for 
from information of eſtare, ariſes either certain- 
ty of hope or deſpaire: as the euidence comes in 
guilty or not guilty, and. from information of 
workes, different aftetions and motions an- 
ſwerable to their different natures : from things 
well done, comes comfort, ioy, boldnefle, &Cc. 
ll done, ſhame, feare, ſorrow, remorce ; from 
things well intended, courage, reſolution, con- 
fidence, 
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dence, 8c. ill meant, (for the future) icalou. 
ſic, repining, recoyling, as an horſe that would 
_ and would not leapea ditch. In the former re. 
| ſpe, Conſcience js compared to a Witneſle, 
in this, to a Iudge and executioner, 

Now this being the vic of Conſcience; wee 
muſt. employ itto theſe vices; . namely, repaire 
to Conſcience, aske its aduice, receiue its 
report touching our perſons and aQtions, 
heare what it can ſay for or againſt vs now ; for 
once it muſt paſte a verdie vpon vs; and when 
we hauc its teſtimony, wee muſt either appeale. 
to an higher Court (if we.can ſhew anerrour ) 
or fit downe by its ſentence, ſtop, where it ſayes 
ſtop; worke, where it fayes worke, feare, where 
it ſaics feare; hope, where giues it hope;reſtore, 
where it ſayes reſtore. 


Howbeit, that our ſpeech may be more fruit- vVhen and in 
full, know wee that in foure caſeseſpecially, we vat cales _ 


are to conſult and uſe Conſcience. 


muſt moſt be 


Firſt, when we are in {conſultation about conſulted. 


| things to bee done, or belecued, inthis caſe it is 
not amiſſe to aduiſe with others, but in no caſe 
muſt Conſcience be omitred. 

I may caſily deceiue others by ill ſtating of 
the queſtion, adding, or altering, or ſuppreſſing. 
as affeRion leads me : againe, a man may finde 
ſo many men, ſo many mindes oftentimes, ſo 
different are their apprehenſfions and affei- 
ons. But a good conſcience is oneand the _ 

an 


A 


40 The ſecond Sermon, 


and that-vprightly conſulted, can ſay more to 
my affeQions and intentions, more to the pra. 
Ricall parr, thanall theworld. 

Thercforevie others if you pleaſe, but make 
vic of your owne hearts, elſe your. praRice may 
be corrupt, when others counſellis good. Here 
forger nor thele rules: Firſt, pretend not Con- 
ſcience, where Conſcience is not the matter. Se- 
condly, be refolued of what thou doeſt in thy 
{elfe, or elſe forbeare till raught,if thou mayeſt, 
Thirdly, walke by thine owne light, not other 
mens ; ground thy praQice vpon Conſcience, 
Conſcience vpon Word, not vpon Man. As for 
caſes here incident, we paſſe them now. 

Secondly,when weare.vpon a {elfe-triall, and 
the queſtion is either of our ſtate, or our do- 
ings, or opinions, conſult confcience , for that 
is the beſt created examiner. And here letthe 
maine worke be, to finde out the maine point, 
AmT Godschilde, an ſtate of grace, yea orno ? 
This much imports vs; foras Satan founds all 
particular temptations vpon this (Ifthou bethe 
{onne of God, ) ſoall our particular comforts 
and aſſurances hang on this pinne, Therefore, 
here, houernot, but hold Conſeienceto it, Ei- 
ther T am;or am not Gods. Whatam I 2 What 
am I? Leaue not this vnreſolued by Conſcience, 
as many doe, who hearing of a certainty at- 
tainable, and of ſome generall notes of ſalua- 


tion from the Word ; preſently build confi- 
q dence 
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denceto themfelnes,ſometimes vpon weak prin- 
ciples, ſometimes vpon falſe applications, neuer 
conſulting Conſcience, and then when Conſci- 
ence is awakened , they are miſerably plunged. 
Beloued, it is not ſocafie a matter toaſlure ſal- 
uation as moſt men thinke ; wee are not all out 
of their minds, who deny it poſſible without ex- 
traordinary reuelations , and who hold it ſawci. 
nefle to auouch it ; yet wee muſt tell you, that 
the difficulties are more than a few, and it con- 
cernes vs much, to deale much with Conſcience 
about this point. 

For faith whereby we belceue ſaluation is one 
thing , and cuidence whereby wee fecele it ano- 
ther , there we muſt cleaue to the promiſe, but 
here we muſt confer with Conſcience,as S. Paul 
doth,he was ſtrongly perſwaded (by the Icſuires 
leaue)of his ſaluation and vprightneſle: but whar 
are his grounds 2 Firſt, his Conſcience was and 
had been good in all: Secondly, his bent and re. 
ſolution for the future was right ; hence he did, 
hence we muſt aſſure our eſtates. 

Secondly, as wee muſt examine Conſcience 
about oureſtate, ſoalſo about ations paſt , was 
this well 2 did Iwell : ſaid I well 2 otherwiſe 
there may be deceit: For firſt, many matters lye 
hid from men, with their circumftance: ſecond- 
ly.,the motiues that ſet the wheele a going viually 
doe; here then happy ts he who condemnes not 


3 


himſelfe in what he hath done, 


G Thirdly,” - 
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Thirdly , when flandered, cenſured,or accy. 
ſed, whether by men or diucls. Thus 10b, when 
Satan accuſeth, when fricnds doe, foes do, when 
o00d mendoe, and bad men doe , hee repaires 
homeward , caſts vp his bookes, and finding all 
right, hetriumphs in his Conſcience,and weares 
their libels as a Crowne, Like vie muſt wee 
make of our Conſciences, when accuſed, firſt, 
ſee whether the charge be iuſt , if ſo, rcforme, 
amend : Secondly, if not ſo, cleare thy (clfeto 
men, if worth while,and if they will be ſatis fied, 
if not, enioy thy ſelfe, and thine owne innocen. 
cie. Herethe rules be two : firſt, if thine owne 
heart condemne thee, retoice not againſt rhe 
truth , though all the world applaud thee : Se- 
condly , if (vpona rrue ſearch) rhy heart acquit 
thee, neuer forſake thine owne innocency : Let 
not men, nor diuels, nor frownes , nor cenſures 
robbe thee of thy comfort , but ſet this wall of 
brafle againſt all,as Paul. Say whar you will, my 
con{cience is good; and I make this good by 
theſe and theſe proofes. 

Fourthly , when wee become ſutcrs tro God 
and man for aſſiſtance, being affronted by men 
and Ciuels, and ſeemingly dcierted of Godand 
man, then we muſt flye to Conſcience, as Par! 
doth, and Daxrd, andall the Sainrs; now calling 
vpon God, as Hezekiah, O Lord, thou knowe#t 1 
bane walked, &&c. Now vpon Chriſtians,as Part, 
Pray for me, for 1 hane kept a, &c. Now v pe our 
{clues, 
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ſelues, with David, Why art thox caſt downe,O my 
ſoule, ec. There istruth in thee, beare vp. And 
this not onely for the preſent, but for future 
times, when we arcthreatned as the Apoſtles 
were, with many ſtormes, with much hardſhip : 
firſt, make good thy Conſcience: ſecondly, reſt 
in the comfort thereof, for come what will 
come, if we bring a good conſcience to a good 
cauſe, theſe two bladders will hold our heads 
aboue water. My brethren, till wee haue tryed, 
we cannot concciue what the comfort, courage, 
ſtrength and reſolution ofa good conſcience is ; 
make vſc of it, cnioy ir, and cnioy your ſclues, 
your eſtate, ail perſons, all things, all times, 
onely be ſure; firſt, that Conſcience be regular, 
that is, thatit ſpeake Law, and ſentences all ac- 
cording to the Word written, Secondly, that 
it ſpeake the whole truth written, and nothing 
bur the truth : Conſcience hath nothing todoe 
with ſecrer counſels, that muſt ſpeake to the 
ation or preſent eſtate; but for reprobation or 
finall deſtrution , that conſcience can ſay no- 
thing to, as not reucalcd, it hach nothing to doe 
cither with abſolute condemnation, or abloluti- 
on. Let it keepe it felfe within its Spheare, and 
let me keepe my leltero my time. 
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